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SPECIAL FEATURE 

Il Giornale is happy to announce the addition of one of our favorite personalities to our 

newsletter staff, Mickie Lava Clayton. Mickie is well known for being very active in the local Italian 

American community and a long time supporter of the Denver Columbus Day Parade. (For more info 

about Mickie, see the archived edition of the August 2009 newsletter on our website) Without further 

ŀŘƻΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Mickie 

άWe Americans of Italian descent have contributed more to America than any other group who 

came to these shores. Were you aware that Americans of Italian heritage were the largest ethnic group 

fighting in World War II and they were very aware they were fighting their cousins and other members 

of their family who were still living in Italy? We Italians have much to be proud of so hold your heads 

high and be proud you are an American of Italian heritage.έ  -Mickie Lava Clayton- 



Being of Italian American descent means among other things that family and friends are a major 

priority in our lives. Our personal accomplishments are often enhanced and made possible by the love 

and support of our families and friends. Christopher Columbus was no different. In fact, the amazing 

voyages of Christopher Columbus may not have even been possible without the aid of his younger 

brother Bartolome and a handful of his Genovese countrymen. On the fourth voyage, two of the four 

ships were captained by a Genovese. 

Bartolome and Christopher were very close throughout their lives and were equal and 

complementary in many ways. Bartolome was a brave sailor whose leadership and gift for language 

made him an invaluable ally. Bartolome met with Henry VII of England and Charles VIII of France at the 

same time his brother was pursuing funding from Isabella and Ferdinand. Christopher and Bartolome 

Columbus were further supported, and at times accompanied by, youngest brother Diego and 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊΩǎ ǘǿƻ ǎƻƴǎ 5ƛŜgo and Fernando. In truth, ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŦƻǊ άŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ƛƴ мпфн 

was not a singular accomplishment by one individual but rather a family endeavor. 

This Columbus Day take pride in your heritage; share in the Columbus parade with your family 

and friends. Enter a float, make a banner, walk along, bring your auto, or just come down and cheer, 

everyone is welcome. After the parade, come to the Potenza Lodge celebration for food, drink, and 

camaraderie. Our award ceremony, announcing float contest winners and honoring local dignitaries, 

takes place right before our raffle drawing for thousands of dollars in cash prizes. What better way to 

kick off Italian American Heritage month in October than a good old fashioned holiday celebration. A 

National Holiday, celebrated across the country in honor of Italian Americans.  

CHECK THIS OUT 

The Christopher Columbus Awards- the Christopher Columbus Awards is a national, community based 

science and technology program for middle school students. The program challenges students to 

identify problems in their communities and apply scientific method to create innovative solutions. 

The Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation- the Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation is 

an independent Federal Government agency establƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ άŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ 

ŀƴŘ ƭŀōƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƴŜǿ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻŦ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΦέ 

Governed by a Presidential appointed board of trustees, the foundation seeks to nurture and recognize 

pioneering individuals and programs which reflect the visionary spirit and pioneering heritage of 

Christopher Columbus. 

BOCCE, BOCCE, BOCCE 

Our 2nd Annual Bocce tournament is starting to fill up so get your entries in as soon as possible. 

Entry forms are available upon request and on our website. Join us Saturday, August 7th ŀǘ aƛŎƪŜȅΩǎ ¢ƻǇ 

Sirloin, 6950 N. Broadway. Check-in at 8am, start time at 9. Entry fee is $25 per player with four players 

per team. Each team is guaranteed two games with 1st Place awarded $200 and 2nd Place $100. We will 

also have a fifty-fifty drawing and raffle a variety of donated prizes from local restaurants/ businesses. 

Your entry becomes official when we receive your check. Make checks payable to: Columbus Day Parade 



Committee and mail to Fred Marzano, 12381 Hickman Pl., Denver, CO 80239 or contact Fred by phone 

303/373-4132, or email bocce@columbusdayparade.org for more info. 

²hw[5Ω{ CLb9{¢ /Ih/h[!¢9 C¦b5w!L{LNG CAMPAIGN 

 For a dollar a piece this is a delicious and affordable way to support the Columbus Day Parade. 

Candy sales help fund things like our Float contest, the Newsletter, and are a significant addition to our 

self funding abilities. Of course you can purchase more than one if you like. In fact, we have boxes of 10, 

25, or 50 that are available for individuals and businesses alike. There are a variety of flavors and items 

to choose from for every sweet tooth. Contact any committee member for orders and details. 

WEBSITE 

Our website continues to be first rate and is continually updated and current thanks to the 

volunteer efforts of Mike Filbin.  Check it out at www.columbusdayparade.org for event schedules, 

current and back issues of the newsletter, photo archives, committee contact info, etc. 

SPONSORSHIP & ADVERTISING IN THE NEWSLETTER 

 A $20 donation will add your name, business name, or club name to our sponsor list, published 

monthly in our newsletter through 2010. Advertising is also available on a monthly basis, a quarter page- 

$15, half page- $25, or full page- $45. Support the parade and the newsletter by helping offset our 

various costs. Newsletter readership is now well over three hundred and rapidly growing. 

2010- SPONSORS, SUPPORTERS, AND REPRESENTATIVES  

We would like to announce the addition of the Fiori di Italia to our list of committee 

representatives and our continued thanks to 9ȄǘǊŜƳŜ !ǳǘƻ .ƻŘȅΣ tŀǘǎȅΩǎ LƴƴΣ the Italians of America, 

±ƛƴŎŜƴȊŀΩǎ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊȅ ϧ 5ŜƭƛΣ tƻǘŜƴȊŀ [ƻŘƎŜΣ Lƭ /ƛǊŎƻƭƻ Lǘŀƭiano, Amici Italiani, East Meets West Italian 

Club, Sons of Italy- New Generation Lodge, Denver Lodge, and Grand Lodge of Colorado, Italian 

American Business Association, Tirolesi-Trentini Del Colorado. 

ATTEND A COMMITTEE MEETING 

Our monthly parade committee meetings are held the first Wednesday of every month, 7pm, at 

±ƛƴŎŜƴȊŀΩǎΣ уллл ²Φ ппth Ave., Wheat Ridge CO, 80033. Next meeting is July 7th. Everyone is welcome. 

COMMITTEE CONTACT INFORMATION 

*Merchandise/Chocolate- Tom Brienza, 303/523-9212, email- mercahandise@columbusdayparade.org 

*Party at Potenza- Rose Mary Puma, 720/535-6370, email- treasurer@columbusdayparade.org 

*Bocce Tournament- Fred Marzano, 303/373-4132, email- bocce@columbusdayparade.org   

*Website- Mike Filbin, 720/278-1093, email- developer@columbusdayparade.org 

*Parade Entry Forms, Staging- Frank Allen, 303/596-6114, email- staging@columbusdayparade.org 

*President/Newsletter- Rich SaBell, 720/323-4260, email- president@columbusdayparade.org  

*Columbus Day Parade Committee Address- P.O. Box 140816, Edgewater, CO 80214 
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